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Table S1. Political Cue Manipulation: Political elites and experts used in each partisan cue condition 

within each of the seven nations. The bipartisan coalition condition included both liberal and conservative 

political elites. 

 Partisan Cues Condition 

Country Liberal Elites Conservative Elites Expert Condition 

Brazil Opposition leaders; 

progressive policy analysts; 

Fernando Haddad, 

Governors João Doria and 

Flávio Dino 

Government coalition; 

conservative policy 

analysts; President Jair 

Bolsonaro, Governors 

Antonio Denarium & 

Ratinho Júnior 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the Ministry 

of Health and the World 

Health Organization (WHO) 

Israel Left-wing elected officials 

and liberal policy analysts 

Right-wing elected officials 

and conservative policy 

analysts 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the Center 

for Disease Control (CDC) 

and WHO 

Italy Ruling-party coalition; 

center-left political analysts; 

Prime Minister Giuseppe 

Conte 

Opposition coalition; center- 

right political analysts; 

Matteo Salvini 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the National 

Institute of Health (NIH) and 

WHO 

South Korea Democratic Party 

politicians; progressive 

policy analysts 

Future Integration Party 

politicians; conservative 

policy analysts 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the CDC 

and WHO 

Sweden Social Democratic 

politicians; left-wing policy 

analysts; Prime Minister 

Stefan Löfven 

Moderate politicians; policy 

analysts; Prime Minister 

candidate Ulf Kristersson 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the Public 

Health Agency (PHA) and 

WHO 

United 

Kingdom 

Labour Party politicians; 

liberal policy analysts; 

Opposition Leader Keir 

Starmer 

Conservative Party 

politicians, conservative 

policy analysts; Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the WHO 

and Public Health England, 

Scotland, Wales, and 

Northern Ireland 

United States Democratic Party 

politicians; liberal policy 

analysts; Vice President 

Joseph Biden 

Republican Party 

politicians; conservative 

policy analysts; President 

Donald Trump 

Nonpartisan physicians, 

economists, scientists, and 

policy analysts; the CDC 

and WHO 
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Table S2. Cross-Country Overview: Demographic, political, cultural, and pandemic-related statistics by country. 

 Demographics Political System Party in Power 

 
 

Country 

 

Median 
Age 

 
Sex Ratio 

Average 
Years of 
Schooling 

 

Government 
Type 

 

Party 
Structure 

 

Democracy 
Index 

 

Head of 
Government 

 
Head of State 

 
Party 

 

Political 
Ideology 

 
Brazil 

 
31.3 

 
50.85% 

 
7.8 

Federal 
Presidential 

Republic 

 
Multiparty 

 
6.92 

 
President Jair 

Bolsonaro 

 
President Jair 

Bolsonaro 

 
Political 

Independent 

 
Right 

 
Israel 

 
30.2 

 
50.33% 

 
13.0 

 
Parliamentary 

Republic 

 
Multiparty 

 
7.84 

Prime Minister 
Benjamin 

Netanyahu 

 
President 

Reuven Rivlin 

 
Likud 

 
Right 

 
Italy 

 
45.9 

 
51.26% 

 
10.2 

 
Parliamentary 

Republic 

 
Multiparty 

 
7.74 

Prime Minister 

Giuseppe 
Conte 

President 

Sergio 
Mattarella 

Political 

Independent; Five 
Star Movement 

 
Center- 

Left 

South 

Korea 

 
40.8 

 
49.96% 

 
12.1 

Presidential 

Republic 

 
Multiparty 

 
8.01 

President 

Moon Jae-in 

President 

Moon Jae-in 

Democratic Party 

of Korea 

Center- 

Left 

 
Sweden 

 
40.9 

 
49.96% 

 
12.4 

 
Parliamentary 

Monarchy 

 
Multiparty 

 
9.26 

 
Prime Minister 
Stefan Löfvén 

 
King Carl XVI 

Gustaf 

 
Social Democratic 

Party 

 
Center- 

Left 

 
United 
Kingdom 

 
40.2 

 
50.66% 

 
12.9 

 
Parliamentary 

Monarchy 

 
Multiparty 

 
8.54 

 
Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson 

 
Queen 

Elizabeth II 

 
Conservative 

Party 

 
Center- 
Right 

 
United 
States 

 

37.6 

 

50.50% 

 

13.4 
Federal 

Presidential 
Republic 

 

Two-party 

 

7.92 

 
President 

Donald Trump 

 
President 

Donald Trump 

 

Republican Party 

 

Right 
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S2 cont. 

  
Pandemic Status 

Hofstede's Cultural 
Dimensions 

 
Economy 

 
 

Country 

Oxford's 
Stringency 

Index 

COVID-19 
Cases (per 

million people) 

 

Death Rate (per 
million people) 

Power 
Distance 

Index 

 

Individualism vs. 
Collectivism 

 

GDP (nominal, 
per capita) 

 
Gini Coefficient 

Brazil 72.69 210.61 7.36 69 38 $9,881 53.4 

Israel 52.78 180.61 0.02 13 54 $42,852 39.0 

Italy 52.78 4.65 0.51 50 76 $32,038 35.9 

South Korea 53.24 0.60 0.04 60 18 $13,871 35.4 

Sweden 59.26 22.07 0.18 31 71 $54,075 30.0 

United Kingdom 69.91 11.14 0.24 35 89 $39,532 35.1 

United States 67.13 190.88 0.77 40 91 $59,939 41.4 

Note. Oxford’s COVID stringency index and Hofstede’s cultural dimensions are on 100-point scales. Further explanation of Hofstede’s cultural 
dimensions available in this report: Dimensionalizing Culture: the Hofstede model in context. 

 

Source for Demographics and Pandemic Status statistics: Ourworldindata.com; demographic figures are as of 2017, party in power and pandemic 
status statistics are reported as of August 1, 2020. 

 
Source for Hofstede’s Dimensions: exhibition.geerthofstede.com/hofstedes-globe/ 

 

Source for GDP and Gini Coefficient: World Bank (https://data.worldbank.org/); figures are as of 2018. 

http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=orpc
http://ourworldindata.com/
http://exhibition.geerthofstede.com/hofstedes-globe/
https://data.worldbank.org/
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Table S3. Contrast Codes: Orthogonal contrast coded predictors used in multiple linear regression 
models for experiments 1 and 2. Contrast coded predictors were used because they afford more powerful 
and precise single degree of freedom tests compared with standard factorial analyses. 

Experiment 1 
 

Partisan Cues Contrasts 

Predictors Liberal Conservative Bipartisan Expert 

Liberal vs. Conservative –1/2 1/2 0 0 
Bipartisan vs. Expert 0 0 –1/2 1/2 
Partisan vs. Bipartisan/ –1/2 –1/2 1/2 1/2 

Expert 
Ingroup/Outgroup Political Cues Contrasts 

Predictors Outgroup Ingroup Bipartisan Expert 

Outgroup vs. Ingroup –1/2 1/2 0 0 
Bipartisan vs. Expert 0 0 –1/2 1/2 
Outgroup/Ingroup vs. –1/2 –1/2 1/2 1/2 

Bipartisan/Expert     

Respondent Partisan Identification Contrasts 

Predictors Liberal Centrist Conservative 

Liberal vs. Conservative –1/2 0 1/2 
Liberal/Conservative vs. –1/3 2/3 –1/3 

Centrist   
Policy Emphasis Contrast 

 

Predictors Public Health Economic 

Public Health vs. Economic –1/2 1/2 
Affective Polarization Contrasts 

Predictors Outgroup Ingroup Expert 

Outgroup vs. Ingroup –1/2 1/2 0 
Experts vs. Ingroup/ 1/3 1/3 –2/3 

Outgroup    

 Experiment 2   

Political Cues Contrasts 

Predictors Democratic Republican Bipartisan Expert 

Democratic vs. Republican –1/2 1/2 0 0 
Bipartisan vs. Expert 0 0 –1/2 1/2 
Partisan vs. Bipartisan/ –1/2 –1/2 1/2 1/2 

Expert     

Ingroup/Outgroup Political Cues Contrasts 

Predictors Outgroup Ingroup Bipartisan Expert 

Outgroup vs. Ingroup –1/2 1/2 0 0 
Bipartisan vs. Expert 0 0 –1/2 1/2 
Outgroup/Ingroup vs. –1/2 –1/2 1/2 1/2 

Bipartisan/Expert     

Respondent Partisan Identification Contrasts 

Predictors Democratic Republican Independent 

Democratic vs. Republican –1/2 0 1/2 
Partisan vs. Independent –1/3 2/3 –1/3 

Policy Emphasis Contrast 
 

Predictors Internationally Proportional American Prioritization 
Internationally Proportional 

vs. American Prioritization 
–1/2 1/2 

 

Affective Polarization Contrasts 
 

Predictors Outgroup Ingroup Expert 
 

Outgroup vs. Ingroup –1/2 1/2 0 
Experts vs. Ingroup/ 

Outgroup 
1/3 1/3 –2/3 
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